Minutes for the Darby PTO Meeting – September 18, 2007

Present: Officers: Christine Jeffay, President; Sharon Glassner, Vice-President; Leslie VanLaningham, Treasurer; Cindy Contizano, Secretary    Members: Cathy Daniel, Julie Bickle, Karen Norval, Denise Ghilani, Madeleine Nikolaus, Denise Ford, Sue Campbell, Karen Martin

The first meeting of the year opened with a visit from two co-leaders of the Interact Club.  They explained to us that the club meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays each month with their first meeting being September 26th.  For sport participants, this is the day they may be excused from practice in advance for club meetings.  The club is sponsored by the Rotary Club and helps with the landscape at Darby, setting up for the Great Debate the day of the OSU/Michigan game and assisting with the Special Olympics.  Other community and international service projects will be decided upon after the group begins meeting this year. 
Vice-President’s Report: Each meeting will be opened with a visit from a student group to give us a chance to hear about the multiple opportunities our student’s have to participate in here at Darby.  Next month Mr. Linn will be telling us all about the intramurals program.
Committee chairs are encouraged to make sure that everyone on their volunteer lists receives at least one phone call this year to participate.  Everyone is also reminded that the email lists will only be used for PTO purposes.

Secretary’s Report: 
2007 - 2008 PTO Meeting Dates – All meetings will be at 9:30am in the Media Center!  October 16th, November 13th, January 15th, February 19th, March 18th, April 15th and May 20th     Beginning with the October meeting, we will meet at 7pm in the Media Center as well as at 9:30am.  

2007 – 2008 Cookie Days have been set for the 4th Tuesday of every month! Those dates are September 25th, October 23rd, November 27th, January 29th, February 26th and April 22nd.
The PTO Website can be reached through Darby’s home page by clicking on the Resources link.  Currently there is a calendar that includes all these dates and will be updated to add other activities as they are confirmed.  The officers are listed with a direct link to contact them, a membership form is attached and a link to subscribe to our e-news, as well.  An updated Mission Statement and a photo gallery (we’re still working on pictures for it) have already been added so check them out. A big Thank You to Amber Schwartz for all her assistance with this undertaking!

We currently have 216 PTO memberships, 3 of which are Darby staff.  They have all been entered into a database and are able to be sorted by member’s interest in committees.  E-news will be sent out the Wednesday after our meetings with the minutes included and updates about what’s going on at Darby to all those who subscribe.  This year’s subscribers were added to the mail list that Amber had already created for last year.  That means our E-News group has 350 members.
Principal’s Report:

Mr. Dave Stewart thanked all the PTO volunteers who helped make Darby Days and the Convocation Luncheon successful.

EXCELLENT was the rating that Darby High School received on their school report card.  That is highest rating that could be given.
Homecoming is October 5th with the school dance being on October 6th.

KAP is the Kenyon Academic Partnership that allows juniors and seniors to receive credit toward their college careers.  This year Darby is offering 6 classes to their students through trained Darby teachers that have actually become adjunct faculty at Kenyon College.

Freshman Initiative is the Fresh Start program that includes placing the 700 new freshmen onto teams to better track their progress.  Team teachers also meet with an Assistant Principal to review student performance.

PSAT testing is October 16th and all Juniors are strongly encouraged to take the test.

Late Start for the teacher’s required professional development went well.  This year’s focus will be on working to improve the methods of student assessment.  In the first meeting, teacher’s worked to develop a departmental improvement plan.  
Committee Reports:

Cookie Day – Madeleine reported she’s had good response for the first Cookie Day to take place on September 25th.  She was successful in emailing with the mail list and everyone who still wants to participate need only to bake cookies – any amount and any kind – wrap them individually and send them to the school office the morning of the 25th.

Greeters – Christine Jeffay reported that Tracey Bennett had a meeting scheduled with Dave Stewart on Friday to get this service to our teachers underway.

New Business:

Treasurer’s Report: Leslie VanLaningham went over the attached budget.  Motion to approve the budget was made by Karen Martin and seconded by Karen Norval.  Budget was passed with a unanimous vote.
Committee Chairs – Our President has confirmed the following people as volunteering to serve as a committee chairperson. Adopt a Family - Cathy Daniel; Budget - Leslie VanLaningham; Cookie Day - Madeleine Nikolaus; Giveaways - Julie Sislowski; Greeters – Tracey Bennett; Hospitality – Kim Klein-Smith & Christine Jacobs; ISPTO – Denise Ford, Membership Drive/Darby Days - Christine Jeffay; Ohio Graduation Test Mints – Cathy Daniel; Teacher Appreciation - Sue Campbell.
The following committees still have no confirmed chairpersons: After Prom, Secretary’s Day, and Spirit Nights.
Sue Campbell made an inquiry of whether Julie Sislowski had one of those ‘give away guns’ to more evenly spread out the give aways throughout the crowds.  
Old Business:
Darby Days provided all Darby students a first class beginning of the 2007 – 2008 school year on August 13th – 16th.  Many PTO parents gave of their time to help out. They collected fees, handed out parking passes, manned the forms table and signed many of you up to join us.

Tracey Bennett, Julie Bickle, Sue Campbell, Sandy Caracciolo, Steve & Cindy Contizano, Cathy Daniel, Sharon Glassner, Bobbi Hamann, Michelle Hurtt, Christine Jacobs, Keith & Christine Jeffay, Lisa Lewis, Sue Manger, Karen Martin, Madeleine Nicolaus, Karen Norval, Julie Sislowski, Nancy Strohl, Leslie VanLaningham, Cheryl White
Convocation Luncheon ~ On Monday, August 20th the PTO sponsored the convocation luncheon for 200 staff here at Darby High School and served everyone in just 45 minutes.  WOW!  Everyone loved the Italian themed luncheon and our sincere gratitude goes out to everyone who donated food, went shopping for extras, came early to cook it and stayed to serve it.

Deb Andreas, Tracey Bennett, Angie Blevins, Janet Brownfield, Deb Buss, Ronda Castle, Julie Clayton, Debbie Cochran, Julie Cramer, Susan Flowers, Denise Ford,  Sharon Glassner, Loretta Graham, Diane Graves, Joy Gauder, Brad Gauder, Patti Harris, Lisa Haney, Christine Jacobs,  Adrianne Jester, Penny Johnson, Alicia Kelly, June Kelly, Lisa Lewis, Carol Lyden, Susan Manger,  Karen Martin, Sandy Martin, Christine Morgan, Sally Near, Joy Rybinski, Sara Sampson, Janet Smith, Nancy Strohl, Jennie Valentino, Leslie VanLaningham, Cheryl Vassaux, Carol Williams, Brenda Young

Congratulations to our Marching Band who qualified for State at their first invitational!!

We welcome any questions, suggestions or concerns you would like to share.  Email them to connectwithcindy@columbus.rr.com and we’ll do the best we can at getting them answered.
The next meeting will be October 16th in the Media Center at 9:30am AND 7pm.  Mr. Linn will be talking with us about the Intramural Programs at both meetings.

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Julie Bickle and seconded by Sue Campbell.  

