Minutes for the Darby PTO Meeting – January 15, 2008
Meeting Attendees: Officers: Christine Jeffay, President; Sharon Glassner, Vice-President; Leslie VanLaningham, Treasurer; Cindy Contizano, Secretary    Members: Julie Bickle, Joni Carle, Cathy Daniel,  Susan Manger, Madeleine Nikolaus, Karen Norval,  Assistant Principal Dawn Sayre and Principal Dave Stewart
Secretary’s Report: 
- Minutes were reviewed and Julie Bickle motioned to accept them without any changes and Susan Manger seconded.
- Two thank you cards were read from our Adopt – A – Family recipients.

Representatives from the Levy Campaign and Hilliard Education Foundation (HEF)

Brian Wilson, School District Treasurer; Jodi Ransom, Community Outreach, and Angie Weber, Database Chair all were present to provide information about upcoming Issue 26 and answer many questions.  Some interesting information we gathered from the dialogue is as follows.

*Issue 26 is a permanent operating levy of 9.5 mils to maintain current programs and allow for the opening of Hilliard Bradley High School.  It will cost tax payers about $291 per $100,000 property valuation or 81 cents a day.

*The levy will allow for increased population of students and will cover expenditures for 3 years.  The last levy passed 4 years ago, also anticipated to last 3 years, was stretched to cover 4.  In addition, the district also provided for an additional 1000 students during that time.

*It costs approximately $10,000 to educate one student each year.  On average residential homes have 1.3 students served by the district.  Revenue from property taxes doesn’t keep up with expenditures. 

*State funding has not increased since June of 2005 even though our district has grown by 600 students in the same amount of time.  Our administration is still working with the state to increase funding.
*On the Ohio Department of Education website, Hilliard is rated lowest in administrative costs per pupil of the 16 districts in Franklin County.  Search the www.ode.state.oh.us website for Expenditure and Revenue Data.
Jodi Ransom suggested we support the Levy Campaign with a monetary donation and Angie Weber distributed the attached flyer to allow us the means to offer our time and services.

******  See Levy Donation line under New Business. *****

Hilliard Education Foundation

Angie Weber also reviewed for us the purpose of this foundation and where it obtains its funds.  The foundation holds 2 big fundraising events a year ‘Night of Excellence’ in the fall and ‘Casino Night’ in the spring.  EVERYONE is invited to Casino Night February 9, 2008 at the Crowne Plaza in Dublin.  Tickets are $40 for one or $75 for two, doors open at 6:30pm and you can buy your tickets online at www.hilliardeducationfoundation.org.  You can read more about becoming a member at their website as well.
Treasurer’s Report:
- Leslie VanLaningham reviewed the treasurer’s report.
- She then made a request for any member or friend of a member who is a CPA or bookkeeper to donate 3 hours of their time to audit this year’s books.  Please contact Leslie, leslie@vanlaningham.com, if you are willing to donate your time in this way.

Principal’s Report:

Charity Ball is this Saturday, January 19th from 8pm – 11pm.  It’s a Sadie Hawkins type of event with dress being casual.  Tickets will be on sale the rest of this week for $5.  Money from ticket sales and donations will be donated to St. Jude's Children's Hospital.  

Next Fresh Start Meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 28th at 7pm.  To fulfill several requests, Guidance Counselor Joe Palazzo will be informing parents about classes that will be most beneficial for our students as they progress through their 4 years of high school.  Everyone is invited!
Course Selection Materials for the 2008 – 2009 school year will be coming home soon.  Parents should be looking for it, having conversations with their students about it and scheduling an appointment with your child’s counselor if you have any questions. Beginning February 5th, counselors will be meeting with students in their classrooms, preliminary schedules should be reviewed with current teachers by the 14th and final forms need to be turned in on the 20th.

Parent/Teacher Conferences are coming on February 14th.  It’s a great time to review what your child’s options are for next year’s classes as well as discuss their current progress.

Summer School session dates will be June 4th – June 20th and session 2 will be June 23rd – July 10th.  The classes will be held at Heritage Middle School from 7:45am – 12:25pm.  Watch for course offerings in the Darby Messenger and online soon!
Committee Reports:

Cookie Day – The next cookie day is Tuesday, January 29th.  Anyone who wants to participate need only to bake cookies – any amount and any kind – wrap them individually and send them to the school office the morning of the 29th.  Feel free to come and help hand them out that afternoon from 11am to 1pm as well.
Greeters –We still have empty slots available for our greeter volunteer program.  If you are interested and your schedule allows you, we are in need of people for the morning slots.  Any questions regarding what a greeter is, please contact Tracey Bennett at mstlb63@aol.com.
Spirit Nights – Erika Lamont continues to schedule fantastic Spirit Nights and the Darby parents have been phenomenal in supporting them.  Our evening at BW3’s brought in $194.44 and Culver’s gave $62 of their profits from Monday, January 14th.  Erika has scheduled Flyers pizza every Monday in February.  So be sure to make Mondays your pizza night!
Hospitality – February 14th is the next Parent/Teacher Conference Dinner night.  If you signed up to help provide or serve on this committee, be prepared to see an email soon to confirm how you would like to participate.   If you haven’t already signed up to help in this area and would like to, contact Christine Jacobs at Cgj0623@aol.com.

Adopt A Family – Thank you to the many of you who helped make this holiday season memorable for a Darby family.  Your help made the program a big success!
Old Business:

As mentioned in November, Hilliard Education Foundation has requested a donation of $250.  The foundation has granted more than $9,600 in funds to projects within Darby High School over the last year.  Please check out more information on their website www.hilliardeducationfoundation.org.  Julie Bickle made a motion to put the issue to vote and Karen Norval seconded it.  Issue to make a one time donation of $250 for the 2007/2008 school year to Hilliard Education Foundation passed unanimously. 
New Business:
ISPTO representative is needed to replace Denise Ford who needed to step down due to some family health issues.  The meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm. If you’d be willing to serve in this capacity please contact Christine Jeffay at chrissiej17@wowway.com.
Darby Theatre Troupe will be presenting “The Odd Couple” on February 6th – 9th at 7pm.  Female and Male versions will alternate performance dates.  Check out their website through the Activities tab on Darby’s Home Page.

Renaissance Breakfast will be February 14th.  We will need 2 to 3 people to help Mrs. Cunningham set up and serve around 500 Panera Bagels from 6:30am–8am.  PTO will also supply the paper products and items to decorate in a Valentine’s theme.  If you’re interested in helping with the event, let any of the officers know and we’ll make sure you get the chance.

Scholarship Fund is proposed to be redistributed so it may benefit more of the student body than just 2 or 3 recipients.  Mr. Stewart has received some suggestions from teachers.  Karen Norval suggested that we not only ask for additional ideas from teachers but from the students themselves.  The board will do some more research and the topic will be revisited at the February meeting.

Levy Donation was also tabled until the February meeting after much discussion.  We would encourage all of our membership to become informed on Issue 26 and come to the next meeting where we will support ongoing discussion about the levy.  If you have questions and cannot come to the meeting, please email them to one of the officers and we will find an answer for you.  In addition, carefully review the attached volunteer sheet and choose one or more ways in which you can educate yourself and your community about the topics associated with Issue 26. 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 19th in the Media Center at 9:30am.  A representative of National Honor Society will be here to explain the application process, benefits and answer any questions.
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Sue Manger and seconded by Julie Bickle at 11:30am.  

Know someone who would like to be informed about PTO happenings??   Invite them to visit our PTO website and sign up for our newsletter!  We welcome any questions, suggestions or concerns you would like to share.  Email them to connectwithcindy@columbus.rr.com and we’ll do the best we can at getting them answered.
