Minutes for the Darby PTO Meeting –February 19, 2008
Meeting Attendees: Officers: Christine Jeffay, President; Sharon Glassner, Vice-President; Leslie VanLaningham, Treasurer; Cindy Contizano, Secretary    Members: Julie Bickle, Sue Campbell, Joni Carle, Cathy Daniel, Pam Moser, Madeleine Nikolaus, and Principal Dave Stewart
Secretary’s Report: 
- Minutes were reviewed and Julie Bickle motioned to accept them without any changes and Madeleine Nikolaus seconded.
All four officers from National Honor Society explained all the aspects of this organization. Early in a student’s junior year they receive a letter of eligibility.  Students then complete the application process by gathering 6 – 8 teacher recommendations and 2 from outside Darby.  They also write an essay that may further explain their school and service oriented activities, leadership qualities and positive character traits.  If they are selected Induction ceremony is held in May.  The service centered group meets the last Wednesday of each month to vote on and then plan their projects.  Members must participate in 2 of the 4 group planned service activities as well as completing 1 individual project with a self evaluation.  The activities the membership decided on this year were Operation Christmas Child, 30 Hour Famine, Race for the Cure and Movie Afternoon for those students staying after mid-term exams.
Treasurer’s Report:
- Leslie VanLaningham reviewed the treasurer’s report.
- Dawn Sother has agreed to audit our treasurer’s books.
Principal’s Report:
A BIG thank you to the PTO for the Teacher Conference Dinner.
Freshman Family Night will be Monday, February 25, 2008. This night will begin at 5:30pm in the commons with a spaghetti dinner followed by a motivational message from our guest speaker, Mr. Ty Sells. The cost for the evening is $5 per person. Tickets for this event will be available from any of the Freshman Team Teachers until Wednesday, February 20, 2008.  For more information, check out page 4 of February’s Darby Messenger.
Levy Literature Drop Kick Off for the Feb. 22-24 lit drop will be on Thursday, Feb. 21 from 3 -8 pm at Darby High School.  Stop by anytime to grab your literature & a neighborhood, enjoy some music and enter a raffle!  Friend to Friend Post card mailings will be taking place then also.  Bring your address book and some cash for your stamps and let your friends know that you want them to support Issue 26. Pickup for the Feb. 29- Mar. 2 lit drop will be on Thursday, Feb. 28 from 3-7 pm at Darby High School.
ISPTO meeting is February 26th at 7pm at Ridgewood Elementary.  The meeting will feature a Q & A about issues surrounding the Levy.  Everyone is invited to attend.
Committee Reports:

Cookie Day – The next cookie day is Tuesday, February 26th.  Anyone who wants to participate need only to bake cookies – any amount and any kind – wrap them individually and send them to the school office the morning of the 29th.  Feel free to come and help hand them out that afternoon from 11am to 1pm as well.  There will be no cookie day in March due to Spring Break.
Greeters –We still have empty slots available for our greeter volunteer program.  If you are interested and your schedule allows you, we are in need of people for the morning slots.  Any questions regarding what a greeter is, please contact Tracey Bennett at mstlb63@aol.com.
Spirit Nights – Erika Lamont continues to schedule fantastic Spirit Nights and the Darby parents have been phenomenal in supporting them.  Our Flyers pizza nights continue every Monday in February and Erika has scheduled Beef O’ Brady’s for Monday, March 24th.  No coupon is necessary and we earn 10% of all sales from 
5pm – 9pm.
Hospitality –Christine Jacobs led the hosting for another incredible Teacher’s Dinner.  City Barbeque gave us a good deal on Macaroni and Cheese and BBQ pulled pork and many PTO members made salads and desserts, donated money and helped to set up, serve and clean up!  Thanks to Julie Albert, Laura Atkins, Irene Basiakos, Julie Bickle, Karen Boyd, Betsy Bradley, Janet Brownfield, Sue Campbell, Shawn Casey, Debbie Cochran, Cheryl Davis, Christina Dorr, Joyce Dorsey, Judy Embree, Denise Ford, Carol Gains, Sharon Glassner, Susan Glick, Loretta Graham, Joanna Hill, Michelle Hurtt, Christine Jeffay, Adrianne Jester, Jane Kelly, Debbie Lee, Susan Manger, Margaret Martin,  Tanya Matthews, Vicki Miller, Christine Morgan,  Phyllis Moy, Madeleine Nikolaus, Jamie Parsley, JoAnn Reese, Tamara Remington, Gail Ross, Joy Rybinski, Miriam Siegfried, Tracy Solli, Nancy Strohl, Jennie Valentino, Leslie VanLaningham, Cheryl Vassaux, Angie Weber, Sandy Wickramanayake, Linda Wilcox, Carol Williams, Connie Williamson, and Brenda Young.

Ohio Graduation Test Mints – Cathy Daniels is ready to get started on sorting the mints for testing week, March 10th – 14th.  Junior Mints go over really well but any kind will work!!  Please drop off your donation in the office and mark it Cathy Daniels. 

Teacher Appreciation Week – Sue Campbell is already in her planning mode.  This year the week will have a Sports theme.  She’s looking for donations of gift certificates to Dick’s Sporting Goods/Buckeye Hall of Fame, Reds/Destroyers/Indians tickets, Reds/Destroyers/Indians merchandise of any kind, fleece blanket in Darby colors or any other sports related prize.  In the area of food, we’re needing chili fixings, sub sandwich ingredients, bagels, juice, coffee, fruit, power bars, sport drinks, and 15 – 20 boxes of Wheaties cereal.  We also need to borrow magnetic dart boards, electric football games, table field goal games, mini pool tables, etc.   Those of you who offered to help with this exciting week, be looking for more information.                      

Old Business:
Levy Donation – After reviewing last month’s discussion Julie Bickle motioned for our PTO to make a one time donation of $50 to the Issue 26 levy campaign.  Cathy Daniels seconded.
Darby PTO Support Fund received 11 requests, 4 of them from students.  The requests were reviewed and Julie Bickle motioned that we fulfill the request by Lucia Culley for $200 to cover bus costs for a field trip, Rae Jean Cunningham for a $200 buzzer system for the Quiz Team, Murphy Woods for an additional microwave for the cafeteria, Connie Dela Cruz for a $360 classroom set of Science books and $200 to Brian Linn for Intramural officials and materials.  Remaining funds will be given to Kristin Horne and Erin McClincy to put toward an additional $1500.00 Smart Board.  Just another thought, the Environmental Club sponsors a can recycling program and may need more containers.  We will find out more and follow up with this suggestion next month.

Renaissance Breakfast was a decorated wonderfully in a Valentine’s Theme and a few hundred students enjoyed their Panera Bagels and juice.  Many thanks to Cindy Contizano, Sharon Glassner, Nancy Strohl, and Leslie VanLaningham who helped set up, serve, check students in and clean up!

New Business:
Volunteer Recognition Night will be March 18th at 7pm. All our PTO members should look for their ‘official invite’ by email soon! 
Family and Consumer Science Students need your help!  Mrs. Sudie Oakes is looking for volunteers to help in her class with sewing projects.  If you know how to read a pattern and work a sewing machine, she needs you!  Contact her directly at sudie_oakes@hboe.org.
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, March 18th in the Media Center at 9:30am.  
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Sue Campbell and seconded by Julie Bickle at 11:20am.  

Know someone who would like to be informed about PTO happenings??   Invite them to visit our PTO website and sign up for our newsletter!  We welcome any questions, suggestions or concerns you would like to share.  Email them to connectwithcindy@columbus.rr.com and we’ll do the best we can at getting them answered.
